Surgical margins in the treatment of nonmelanoma skin cancer and mohs micrographic surgery.
Traditional surgical treatment of nonmelanoma skin cancer includes excision with subsequent evaluation of surgical margins, either via frozen sections intraoperatively or after excision and closure. Accurate communication between surgeon and pathologist regarding the meaning of surgical margins should be confirmed. Recurrences of tumor growth may in part be attributed to asymmetrical tumor growth patterns with extension of tumor in an unanticipated direction. Mohs micrographic surgery is an outpatient procedure that maximizes surgical margin evaluation while minimizing the amount of tissue that must be excised. This article will discuss the concept of surgical margins in excisions of nonmelanoma skin cancer and the role of Mohs micrographic surgery.